
The English for Academic Studies 
Telecollaboration (EAST) Project 

A pilot collaboration for science and 
engineering students at the Islamic 

University of Gaza, and the University of 
Glasgow. 



SET and YRPS 

• Many UoG Masters students choose to 
improve their English by joining the Year 
Round Pre-Sessional (YRPS) course 

• In Block C (4th August – 4th September) this 
course becomes subject-specific 

• The Science Engineering and Technology (SET) 
strand is just one of six subject-specific strands 

• Masters students are aiming for IELTS 6.5 



SET core subjects 

• Last summer we had 45 SET students (80% at 
Masters-level) 

• The main subject-groupings tend to be: 

1. Electrical Engineering 

2. Civil Engineering 

3. Software Engineering 

4. Mechanical Engineering 

5. Engineering with Management 

6. (….statisticians, geologists, biomed engineers) 

 



SET nationalities 

• We have a great mix of L1 language groups, 
e.g. Thai, Indonesian, Greek, Taiwanese,  but 
predominantly: 

1. Chinese 

2. Arabic 

• (last year 20% of our students were Brazilian 
undergraduates) 

 

 



The SPRE essay 

• Our students have 4 weeks to write a 1,500-
word SPRE (Situation – Problem – Responses – 
Evaluation) Subject-Specific Essay (SSE) 

• They also have to give a short presentation 
(and answer questions) in Week 5 

• This has always been on a topic of the 
student’s own choosing 

• Students have always worked individually 

 



Innovations for 2015 

• Give our students a real-world engineering 
problem to (try to) solve 

• Add a collaborative element  

• Make the final presentation interactive and 
cross-border 



Contacts (1): IUG students with UoG 
staff 

• UoG will provide IUG participants with online 
training in generic Constructive Criticism 
before the EAST project begins, including 
tasks.  In week 2 of the project, UoG staff will 
provide feedback on these tasks 



Contacts (2): IUG students and UoG 
students 

• There will be a 3 formal IUG/UoG contacts 
during the course  

• Research: UoG students will work in groups of 
3.  These groups will pair up with groups of 2 
from IUG 

• Write-up: UoG students will write up their 
SSEs individually 

• Presentation: UoG students will present their 
findings in their groups of 3 



Our proposed timetable (1) 
Time Action (UoG) Action (IUG) 

Tuesday 30th  
June 

UoG sends IUG a 
list of anticipated 
students and 
their fields 

IUG sends UoG 
an introductory 
video about IUG 
(with links to 
Gaza issues) to be 
posted on UoG 
moodle 

Wednesday 8th 
July 

IUG selects 
participants 
(maximum 26) 
 

Monday 13th July 
10 a.m. UK time 

UoG & IUG hold  joint online 
introductory session for IUG  
students to familiarise them with the 
project    



Proposed timetable (2) 
Time Action (UoG) Action (IUG) 

End of July UoG English for 
Academic Study 
gives IUG 
students online 
input on how to 
give constructive 
criticism, and a 
generic task to 
complete 

IUG sends UoG a 
written list of 
potential 
problems for our 
students to 
research (maybe 
2 or 3 problems 
per group, to 
allow UoG 
students some 
flexibility in 
choice) 



Proposed timetable (3) 

Time Action (UoG) Action (IUG) 

Block C week 1 UoG students are 
introduced to the 
SPRE project. 
…………………………. 
Via skype, UoG 
students learn 
about their field-
specific problem 
from IUG 
students 

IUG students 
send UoG staff 
their generic 
constructive 
criticism task 
……………………….... 
Via skype, IUG 
students explain 
their field-
specific problem 
to UoG students 



Proposed timetable (4) 

Time Action (UoG) Action (IUG) 
Block C week 2 UoG students 

research the 
field-specific 
problem they 
have chosen 
…………………........ 
 
UoG staff provide 
f/b on IUG 
students’ generic 
constructive 
criticism task 

  



Proposed timetable (4) 

Time Action (UoG) Action (IUG) 
Block C week 3 Via skype, UoG 

students give 
IUG students an 
oral overview of 
their (3?) 
responses 

IUG students 
provide an oral 
evaluation of 
these responses 



Proposed timetable (5) 

Time Action (UoG) Action (IUG) 

Block C, week 4 UoG students 
write up the 
evaluation 
section, on the 
basis of week 3’s 
IUG constructive 
criticism, and on 
further research 



Proposed timetable (5) 

Time Action (UoG) Action (IUG) 

Block C week 5, 
Monday 31st 
August 

UoG students hand in their 
completed Subject Specific Essays to 
English for Academic Study staff, 
then present their SSEs (14 approx. 
groups of 3, x 15 minutes per group) 
via videoconference, taking 
questions from their peers in 
Glasgow and at IUG. 



Proposed timetable (6) 
Time Action (UoG) Action (IUG) 
Block C week 5, 
midweek 

UoG staff return marked 
subject-specific essays 

IUG students prepare 
brief video-clips on 
elements of day-to-day 
life in Gaza related to 
the SSEs 

Block C week 5, 
final day 

UoG students view brief 
video clips sent (via 
Youtube or Dropbox?) by 
their IUG partners that 
illustrate elements of day-
to-day life in Gaza  related 
to the SSEs 
IUG and UoG students write a reflection on the 
experience 
Videoconference party! 



Ongoing collaboration 

Groups of students can remain in touch with 
each other throughout the duration of the 
project via a social networking site, e.g. Skype / 
Facebook to communicate with each other, set 
goals for the next phase of the project, ask and 
answer questions. 



Benefits for IUG students 

• Language practice 
• Team-working 
• Online training in constructive criticism 
• Problem-solving 
• Enhanced digital literacies 
• Cultural awareness 
• Certificates of participation  
• A website detailing the project, and naming the 

participants 
https://easttelecollaboration.wordpress.com  
 

https://easttelecollaboration.wordpress.com/
https://easttelecollaboration.wordpress.com/


Benefits for UoG students 

• Language practice  
• Team-working 
• Knowledge of real-world issues 
• Problem-solving 
• Enhanced digital literacies 
• Cultural awareness 
• Certificates of participation  
• A website detailing the project, and naming the 

participants 
https://easttelecollaboration.wordpress.com  
 

https://easttelecollaboration.wordpress.com/
https://easttelecollaboration.wordpress.com/


Final Comments 

• Beyond the advantages above, there are two 
underlying aims: 

1. To allow IUG and UoG to gain experience of 
online working (which will enable a more far-
reaching IUG / UoG collaborative programme 
in future years) 

2. To raise awareness among our students 
about the situation in Palestine 


