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INVITATION TO PARTICIPATE IN THE ‘EAST’ 

TELECOLLABORATION PROJECT 

for students from the Islamic University of Gaza and the 

University of Glasgow  

 

Dear Students, 

 

My name is Bill Guariento and together with my colleague, Anna Rolinska, we are planning to deliver a 
collaborative research and writing project between the STEM (science, technology, engineering and 
mathematics) students on a pre-sessional course at the University of Glasgow English for Academic 
Study and Science and Engineering students at the Islamic University of Gaza (IUG), Palestine. 
 
Traditionally, our students have to research, and produce a written Subject Specific Essay (SSE) as well 
as present and accept audience questions on a problem-based scenario in the last week of a five-week 
course in August. The essay and the presentation should follow an SPRE format (Situation / Problem / 
Responses / Evaluation). In the past, this has been an individual project, but we feel that there is scope 
for the project to further develop the team-working skills that students need when they join their 
courses in September. The aim, therefore, is for our students to work in groups of 3 this year, sharing 
the research and final presentations, but each producing an individual written project.   
 
In order to enrich the project, make it more authentic and introduce a further element of 
collaboration as well as intercultural awareness, we would like each STEM group from the University 
of Glasgow to twin with a pair of students within the Engineering department at IUG. The UIG partners 
would provide an initial problem for our students to research as well as ongoing support and 
feedback. This would provide the SSE with a real-world application which it has lacked to date.  
 
The project will hopefully provide a meaningful learning experience for the students from both 
institutions. There will be ongoing collaboration between students in Scotland and Palestine over the 
course of the five weeks, allowing language practice, but also developing transferable skills such as 
team-working, project participation, problem-solving, intercultural awareness, and digital literacies. In 
week 5, there will be a presentation of the SSE which will take place via video-link with Gaza, allowing 
students in Palestine to form part of the audience. 
 
We are hoping that the initiative will be a success for the students at the University of Glasgow, and 
that it will also help to overcome the current isolation of the students in Gaza, and to improve their 
own employment prospects by developing the skills listed in the previous paragraph. 
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TERMS OF PARTICIPATION 
 
In order to participate in the project you need to be enthusiastic about acquiring and sharing 
knowledge and skills across borders by means of technologies. You need to be able to communicate in 
English in speaking and writing and you need to be willing to dedicate some time to the project during 
online sessions in real time (most likely via Skype) as well as via asynchronous forums (most likely via a 
closed Facebook group). Please see the proposed timetable below to get a better sense of the time 
requirement. Any necessary training in using the technologies will be provided. 
 
In return you will have the opportunity to practise your English, develop team-working and problem-
solving skills as well as cultural awareness. You will be provided with guidance in developing skills in 
providing constructive criticism and you are likely to enhance digital literacies. At the end of the 
project you will receive a certificate of participation and your name will be featured on the project 
website. 
 
PROPOSED TIMETABLE 
 

Time Action (UoG) Action (IUG) 

Tuesday 30th  June UoG sends IUG a list of anticipated 
students and their fields 

IUG sends UoG an introductory video 
about IUG (with links to Gaza issues) 
to be posted on UoG moodle 

Wednesday 8th July  IUG selects participants (maximum 
26) 

Monday 13th July 
10 a.m. UK time 

UoG & IUG hold  joint online introductory session for IUG  students to 
familiarise them with the project    

End of July UoG English for Academic Study gives 
IUG students online input on how to 
give constructive criticism, and a 
generic task to complete 

IUG sends UoG a written list of 
potential problems for our students 
to research (maybe 2 or 3 problems 
per group, to allow UoG students 
some flexibility in choice) 

Block C week 1 UoG students are introduced to the 
SPRE project. 
…………………………. 
Via skype, UoG students learn about 
their field-specific problem from IUG 
students 

IUG students send UoG staff their 
generic constructive criticism task 
……………………….... 
Via skype, IUG students explain their 
field-specific problem to UoG 
students 

Block C week 2 UoG students research the field-
specific problem they have chosen 
…………………........ 
UoG staff provide f/b on IUG 
students’ generic constructive 
criticism task 

 

Block C week 3 Via skype, UoG students give IUG 
students an oral overview of their (3?) 

IUG students provide an oral 
evaluation of these responses 
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responses 
 

 

Block C week 4 UoG students write up the evaluation 
section, on the basis of week 3’s IUG 
constructive criticism, and on further 
research 

 

Block C week 5, 
Monday 31st August 

UoG students hand in their completed Subject Specific Essays to English for 
Academic Study staff, then present their SSEs (14 approx. groups of 3, x 15 
minutes per group) via videoconference, taking questions from their peers in 
Glasgow and at IUG. 
 

Block C week 5, 
midweek 

UoG staff return marked subject-
specific essays 

IUG students prepare brief video-clips 
on elements of day-to-day life in Gaza 
related to the SSEs 

Block C week 5, final 
day 

UoG students view brief video clips 
sent (via Youtube or Dropbox?) by 
their IUG partners that illustrate 
elements of day-to-day life in Gaza  
related to the SSEs 

 

 IUG and UoG students write a reflection on the experience 

 Videoconference party!   

 
 
 
HOW CAN YOU HELP? 
 
You can help  

 by agreeing to participate in the project as outlined in this document and then by making time 
to participate actively in the collaboration with the students from UoG; 

 by giving consent to use of data from the online spaces like Facebook that are going to be 
used to support the communication between the students from the two universities; 

 by completing a short survey at the end of the project to share your feedback on the 
usefulness of the project. 
 

If you give consent to use of any of the data above, all the identifying information, that is your name, 
will be removed. In case of videos, we can ensure that faces are blurred so that you cannot be 
recognised.  
The information will be used to evaluate the project but also to share the experience with a wider 
academic community through journal articles, conference presentations as well as the project 
website. 
 
PARTICIPANTS’ RIGHTS  
Your participation in the project, by allowing us to use data from  your participation, is completely 
voluntary. You will receive a consent form to sign to confirm your voluntary participation. You can 
withdraw your permission for us to use your data at any point and with or without providing an 
explanation. You have the right to ask any questions about the study, its perceived benefits and risks.  
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Before your name is published on the website, you will be asked for your permission. If you have any 
questions as a result of reading this information sheet, please ask the project co-ordinator, either in 
person or by email (see the contact details below). 
 
BENFITS AND RISKS  
We have already outlined the benefits of this initiative: there are no known risks for you. Participation 
in it or lack of it will not affect in any way the results of the course you are undertaking at the moment 
or any future courses. Once the website has been produced, you will be sent a link to it and invited to 
leave feedback on its potential usefulness to your preparations for study at the University of Glasgow. 
 
CONFIDENTIALITY/ANONYMITY  
As said before, all the identifying information from the online communication will be removed. When 
referring to the participants, neutral forms of address will be used.  
 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION  
If you have any questions about this project please talk to the project co-ordinator in person or via e-
mail: 
 
Bill Guariento: william.guariento@glasgow.ac.uk 
 
Thanks a lot for considering participation in our project. 
 

mailto:william.guariento@glasgow.ac.uk

